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Infroduction

Do motives and motivation influence perception and recognition
of the worlde Although motives and moftivation are known to
adjust information processing to momentary needs or plans (cf.
McClelland, 1995), only few studies focus thereby on the level of
information processing which is modulated by motivation (early
orlate selection).

The aims of our study were to determine whether stimuli which
cannot be detected conciously may nevertheless influence
subjects'choices, and whethersuch an effectis dependent upon
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The subjects performance (n=16) on the recognition of mofive
congruent material was tested either under aggression arousal or
under achievement arousal (induced by film clips: a jail revolt
and a formula-1-race). In the two conditions the motive
disposition was assessed by using TAT.

Every arousal condifion has been tested separately in two

sessions. Each of the two sessions consisted of ten recognition trials

including five achievement-related and five
aggression-related words. Stimulus § A |

Conclusions

The results reveal that the motivational disposition in a state of
arousal already influences the processing of motive-related
verbalinformation on a preattentive preconscious level. In a state
of achievement arousal the recognition of thematically
congruent material is enhanced, whereas it is impaired by
aggression arousal. We regard the last finding as a support of
Freud's thesis of an apperception defence mechanism.
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Results

Fig. 1: Motivational arousal

In the congruent condition, when
motivational arousal and meaning
of the words to be recognized are
homotype, more words are
identified correctly than in the
heterotype condition. In the
recognifion test achievement-
related words under achieve-
ment arousal are recognized
better than aggression-related
words; in contfrast recognition
performance aggression-related
words under aggression arousal is
significantly worse than the
recognition of achievement-

related words under achievement
aggression words  achievement words arousal.

aggression words  achievement words

Tab. 1: Correlations of motive
dispositions

Under achievement arousal the
achievement motive correlates
positively with the performance on
achievement-related words but .
not with the performance on Monve“
aggression-related words, disposition
whereas under aggression arousal
the achievement motive
correlates neither with the
performance on achievement-
related words nor with fthe
performance on aggression-
related words.

Type of the stimuli Type of the stimuli

Motive
disposition

Aggression Aggression

Aggression -.67 Achievement n.s.
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